Selected Paragraphs from The Catechism
(See Page 156 in the Commentary)

2335 Each of the two sexes is an image of the power and tenderness of God, with equal dignity
though in a different way. The union of man and woman in marriage is a way of imitating in the
flesh the Creator's generosity and fecundity: "Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother
and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh." All human generations proceed from this
union.
401 After that first sin, the world is virtually inundated by sin. There is Cain's murder of his
brother Abel and the universal corruption which follows in the wake of sin. Likewise, sin
frequently manifests itself in the history of Israel, especially as infidelity to the God of the
Covenant and as transgression of the Law of Moses. And even after Christ's atonement, sin raises
its head in countless ways among Christians. Scripture and the Church's Tradition continually
recall the presence and universality of sin in man's history:
What Revelation makes known to us is confirmed by our own experience. For when man looks
into his own heart he finds that he is drawn towards what is wrong and sunk in many evils which
cannot come from his good creator. Often refusing to acknowledge God as his source, man has
also upset the relationship which should link him to his last end, and at the same time he has
broken the right order that should reign within himself as well as between himself and other men
and all creatures.

2569 Prayer is lived in the first place beginning with the realities of creation. The first nine
chapters of Genesis describe this relationship with God as an offering of the first-born of Abel's
flock, as the invocation of the divine name at the time of Enosh, and as "walking with God.
Noah's offering is pleasing to God, who blesses him and through him all creation, because his
heart was upright and undivided; Noah, like Enoch before him, "walks with God." This kind of
prayer is lived by many righteous people in all religions.
In his indefectible covenant with every living creature, God has always called people to prayer.
But it is above all beginning with our father Abraham that prayer is revealed in the Old Testament.

2259 In the account of Abel's murder by his brother Cain, Scripture reveals the presence of anger
and envy in man, consequences of original sin, from the beginning of human history. Man has
become the enemy of his fellow man. God declares the wickedness of this fratricide: "What have
you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your
hand."
990 The term "flesh" refers to man in his state of weakness and mortality. The "resurrection of
the flesh" (the literal formulation of the Apostles' Creed) means not only that the immortal soul
will live on after death, but that even our "mortal body" will come to life again.
701 The dove. At the end of the flood, whose symbolism refers to Baptism, a dove released by
Noah returns with a fresh olive-tree branch in its beak as a sign that the earth was again
habitable. When Christ comes up from the water of his baptism, the Holy Spirit, in the form of a
dove, comes down upon him and remains with him. The Spirit comes down and remains in the
purified hearts of the baptized. In certain churches, the Eucharist is reserved in a metal receptacle
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in the form of a dove (columbarium) suspended above the altar. Christian iconography
traditionally uses a dove to suggest the Spirit.
2417 God entrusted animals to the stewardship of those whom he created in his own image.
Hence it is legitimate to use animals for food and clothing. They may be domesticated to help
man in his work and leisure. Medical and scientific experimentation on animals is a morally
acceptable practice if it remains within reasonable limits and contributes to caring for or saving
human lives.
56 After the unity of the human race was shattered by sin God at once sought to save humanity
part by part. The covenant with Noah after the flood gives expression to the principle of the
divine economy toward the "nations", in other words, towards men grouped "in their lands, each
with [its] own language, by their families, in their nations".
71 God made an everlasting covenant with Noah and with all living beings (cf. Gen 9:16). It will
remain in force as long as the world lasts.

